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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. William Valance on 08/17/07. 

3. Claims 1 , 11, 13, 18 and 26 have been amended as follows: 

1. (currently amended) A communication system for communicating with multiple 
participating devices, said communication system comprising 
a plurality of the participating devices, 

a communication line connecting the participating devices with each other, and 
one or more respective connection devices for connecting an interface device for 
communication with a corresponding one of the participating devices indirectly via said 
communication line, said corresponding participating device being defined as 
associated with said one or more respective connection devices, said one or more 
respective connection devices being connected with the communication line; 
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wherein said one or more respective connection devices are not included in said 
participating devices and are also not included in said interface device; 

wherein said one or more respective connection devices comprise readable 
means for identification of said corresponding participating device defined as associated 
with said one or more respective connection devices, wherein said readable means is 
readable by said interface device connectable to the one or more connection devices; 

OTTCT 

wherein each of said respective connection devices connects said interface 
device with said corresponding one of said participating devices associated therewith, 
but with no others of said participating devices, when said interface device is connected 
with each of said respective connection devices; 

wherein said readable means for identification of said corresponding participating 
device defined as associated with said one or more respective connection devices is a 
programmable controller: and 

wherein said programmable controller is connectable and readable by means of 
a separate connecting line provided in said one or more respective connection devices 
and comprises a memory device for storage of identification information, said 
programmable controller being programmable during a configuration stage by said 
interface device . 

1 1 . (currently amended) The communication system as defined in claim 1_[[10]], 
wherein said programmable controller is a microcontroller. 
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13. (currently amended) The communication system as defined in claim [[12]]J_, 
wherein said separate connecting line is a separate serial connecting wire. 

18. (currently amended) A connection device for connecting an interface device to an 
associated participating device of a communication system indirectly via a connection 
line, said communication system comprising multiple participating devices connected by 
said communication line, wherein said connection device is not part of said participating 
device and is also not part of said interface device; 

wherein said connection device comprises readable means for identification of a 
corresponding participating device defined as associated with said connection device, 
said readable means is readable by said interface device connectable to the connection 
device, and said connection device is connected to said communication line for 
communication with said corresponding participating device; 

OTTCr 

wherein each of said respective connection devices connects said interface 
device with said corresponding one of said participating devices associated therewith, 
but with no others of said participating devices, when said interface device is connected 
with each of said respective connection devices; 

wherein said readable means for identification of said corresponding participating 
device defined as associated with said one or more respective connection devices is a 


programmable controller: and 
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wherein said programmable controller is connectable and readable by means of 
a separate connecting line provided in said one or more respective connection devices 
and comprises a memory device for storage of identification information, said 
programmable controller being programmable during a configuration stage by said 
interface device . 

26. (currently amended) A method of identifying a participating device of a 
communication system, wherein said communication system comprises multiple 
participating devices, a communication line connecting said participating devices with 
each other and at least one connection device for connecting an interface device for 
communication with a corresponding one of the participating devicesjndirectly via the 
communication line, said corresponding participating device being defined as 
associated with the at least one connection device and not including said at least one 
connection device, said at least one connection device being connected with the 
communication line; wherein the at least one connection device comprises readable 
means for identification of the corresponding participating device defined as associated 
with said at least one connection device, d e v i c e s, wh e r ei n said readable means is 
readable by said interface device connectable to the at least one connection device, 
said readable means for identification of said corresponding participating device defined 
as associated with said one or more respective connection devices is a programmable 
controller, said programmable controller is connectable and readable by means of a 
separate connecting line provided in said one or more respective connection devices, 
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said programmable controller comprises a memory device for storage of identification 
information, and said programmable controller is programmable during a configuration 
stage by said interface device, wherein said method comprises the steps of: 

a) connecting said interface device to said at least one connection device; 

b) reading said readable means for identification of the corresponding 
participating device defined as associated with said at least one connection device; and 

c) making a communication connection between the interface device and the 
corresponding participating device defined as associated with said at least one 
connection device, said communication connection connecting the interface device with 
the corresponding participating device indirectly by means of said at least one 
connection device via the communication line: and . 

wherein each of said respective connection devices connects said interface 
device with said corresponding one of said participating devices associated therewith, 
but with no others of said participating devices, when said interface device is connected 
with each of said respective connection devices. 

4. Claims 9-10, 12, 14, 19-21, and 28 are cancelled. 
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